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Count Lamsdorff carte ttanche to take whatever steps
might be necessary to get him out, a task to which Count
Lamsdorff applied himself with all his experience of
affairs and with an energy worthy of the highest
praise.
At this stage of the game Count Witte appeared on
the scene, having recently concluded the treaty of peace
with Japan at Portsmouth.   Count Lamsdorff, on account
of their personal and political intimacy, counted upon his
help to escape from the imbroglio caused by the weakness
of  the  Emperor,    On  his  way  home   from   America
Count Witte had stopped at Paris, where his visit co-
incided with the most acute phase of the dispute between
France and Germany on the subject of Morocco ;   he
had occasion to meet the French Ministers, who did not
conceal from  him  their  fears  of a  possible  rupture.
Knowing that Count Witte had been invited by Emperor
William to visit him at his hunting lodge of Rominten,
the French Government asked him to do whatever he
could to smooth the existing difficulties and to bring
about an arrangement.   Count Witte was all the more
ardent in lending his aid to the Ministers of the Repub-
Hc because he was engaged in preparing the way for an
important loan, destined to re-establish the financial
situation of Russia after the war, and because he well
knew that the success of the loan depended upon the
turn that the Moroccan affair might take.   At Rominten
the Kaiser showered flattery and attentions of all sorts
upon Count Witte, whom he recognized as soon to be
the head of the Russian Government, going so far as to
treat him almost as a royal personage.   There is little
doubt   that   the  conversations   between   the   Russian
statamaa and the German Emperor had a favourable
iB0iaencc upon the negotiations in progress at that same